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Wood had been told to expect an open space im-
mediately about the stockade.    He was himself,
with the advanced guard, still in the thick of the
forest,  when the  road brought them  suddenly
in front of the stockade, at not more than fifty .
yards distance.     A smart and destructive fire
was immediately opened on the advanced party,
and the General's Brigade-major, Captain Hiatt,
and subsequently his engineer officer, Lieutenant
Morrieson, were wounded, the latter mortally.
This loss was sustained in attempting to recon-
noitre the post, preparatory to the advance of the
main column, which was headed by his Majesty's
17th regiment, under Colonel Hardy man.  Imme-
diately on its arrival, the colonel formed his men,
and advanced against the stockade, driving in the
party of the enemy who had sallied out on the
advance guard;   Captain  Croker,  who led  the
grenadiers, followed the enemy up the hill, and suc-
ceeded in ascending with his own, and two other
companies of the regiment, round the left flank of*
the enemy's work.   Thus a position was gained
that commanded it entirely, for it was merely a
hollow stockade, running along the declivity.   The
carrying of the work was therefore certain, indeed
the enemy were already retreating from it up the
hill behind*   General Wood, however, thinking it
was  not possible to carry the hill also, while,
without ttoing so, the stockade itself * seemed to